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Cobb L perſuade wyſelf that „ 1 
What In now Fu to your Lady ip's F 


intrinſic merit E /.; 
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watchful attention of a Parent, Who 
darning of your underſtanding, and 


taught wiſdom by his precepts, while 
he inſtructed you m virtue bs his 


| poſe the preſumption I have taken, 
your Ladyſhip, permit me to make 


with all Ireland, an animated and 
grateful attachment to your perſon; 


cheered by her affability, the diſ- 
treſſed 0 every denomination; — 


7 v1 +. 
yet alot as highly adorned by the 


obſerved the early yet vigorous 


example. 

AuMipsr ſo many e to op- 
of inſcribing this performance to 
this excuſe, that I feel, in common 
that I behold in you the Diſtributer 


of happineſs to this country, who 
relieved by her munificence, and 
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whoſe liberality would have. been | : 


unknown, but for. the warm grati- 
tude of the many who enjoyed your 


bounty, and who during a reſidence 
(too ſhort indeed) in this kingdom, 
has been enabled to leave an impreſ- 
ion in the hearts of a whole nation, 
which no time can eraſe, but the 
period of its exiſtence. Allow me, 
therefore, to ſubſcribe myſelf, with _ 


the greateſt reſpect and eſteem, 
| ur LADY, 
Your Ladyſhip's 
warm Admirer, 
and devoted 
humble Servant, 
THE AUTHOR. 
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Tux following remarks on the Beauties of Mrs, Sid- 
dons's acting, were only written for the purpoſe of con- 
veying, to a very eſteemed and intimate friend, ſome to- 
lerable idea of the merits of = PR actreſs. 


Tükx were written when Mrs. Siddons was laſt i in 
Dublin, and the remarks upon each character were ſent 
off to the country before ſhe appeared in any new one ; 
ſo that as the author never endeavoured at the graces of Ws 
compoſition, where ſhe only wiſhed to be underſtood, ſhe — _ 4s 
therefore hopes ſhe will not be cenſured for not accom: _ Tg 
pliſhing an end ſhe never ſought to acquire. 


Taz only merit this work aſpires to, is that of point 
ing out, with tolerable 'exaftneſs, .ſome of the moſt ſtrik- 1 
ing beauties with which the performance of Mrs. Siddons "® 
abounds ; and it is for this reaſon that the author entreats _ 
that no faults may be imputed to her, but by ſuck as have _ 
been delighted themſelves in attending Mrs, NE | 5 
the author did, through __ ſcene, ' 
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[x purſuance of your requeſt, 1 have 
taken up the pen, to give you my opinion 
f 


* 


1 


of Mrs. Sibpons, not without. 


y * 


of undertaking t the talk. 1 thall, however, / 
requeſt you to accompany me, as Lanended | 
her, through every ſcene; bec: auſe, 1 
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gine, general pra E would afford as h 
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fatisfaction to you, as pleaſure 10 me. 
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* "Tax firſt character I ſaw her in was 
 BrLvioers: Her aborde was rather Con. 
fuſed, which I entirely impude to * hurry 
the applauſe ſhe met with had given to 
her ſpirits —She was not- -I am ſure ſhe 
did not feel 'herſelf Betvidera, till the third 
1 ſpeech, where all that melting tenderneſs of 
voice ſhe poſſeſſes firſt ſtruck my ear. 
Jaffier's affecting and piercing deſcription 
of their approaching miſery ſeemed to pe- 
netrate her heart, and to awaken all thoſe 
feelings which induced her “ to pour the 
« balm of love into his ſoul.” All this ſhe 
| conveyed in the firſt cla and the 


ſingle—Oh! goed the full n of her 


feelings. 


7 E next ſcene, where Jafkier a 
| wat to the Conſpirators, the hoſtage oha 
20 helliſh truſt,” there v was a mixture of 4. 

mazement at his cruelty, of horror at ber 
own deſperate ſituation, and, more than all, 
that dumb complaint, that from him pro- 
ceeded her { orrows—which took « entire pot 
| ſeſſion of my foul; but when her voice 
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expitelſich of her countenance? i] 
„Oh! thou unkind” one; have I deſerved 

his from thee?”"——Her ftruggies t ge 
dee from thoſe who were foreing ber off 
| and her ſeream at being torn mip n 
only expreſs my welings by tears; an 
| even now, my agitation is ſo great, that | 1 
mult lay BY the pen. ddr. oF FO 32607 * 
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In the ebb akt, Gu preſents us with 
the firſt inſtance of anger expreſſed by Bel- 
videra towards Jaffier; a ſenſation for which 
ſurely there was great cauſe; and I am there- 
fore induced to venture an opinion, that 
Mrs. Siddons, in this inſtance, did not ſ. uf⸗ 
hciently depart from” that gentleneſs which 
is the diſtin nguiſhing feature of the character; 
her reſentment, though e pe n F 
have been very ftrongh marked. n 
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TAE inſulting conduct of Renault, . 
honed certainly by the miſplaced E : 
: of her huſband; a huſband for whom ſhe 
: had, and was ſtill ſuffering fo much hls 
an affront offered to the Arge of a — 
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her judgment (the firength of which,canget 
be doubted, and ought to be cautiouſſy cen. 


0 - 
"AD 68 Big with the fate of Norte" 4M A 


K 151 
n ſuch made 
integrity of mind ant on her high 


Ration, ſhould: have excited a livelier te- 


ſentment than Mrs. Si 


; expreſſed.; but 


tured) has perhaps induced her to conceive 
the part more pathetically intereſting, and 


more conſonant to Pierre's deſcription of 


her, „ ſhining through tears, like April fun 
*in ſhowers,” than in the haughty dame, 


ſtrongly feeling the inſult 


* had met with; 


and I am more inclined to /agree with. her, 
of countenance, and that ſhe has the ex- 


preſſion of every emotion under her abſolute 
contrqul; nor does ſhe loſe ſight of that 


_ gentleneſs. even in the hyperbole. of cmpa· 
riſon to Portia, which appeared to be tem- 
| pered with her Path dh and denden for 
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. That Portia Nay a ae and when Brut, 


6 Heavens gait thy. /e fe afar,” 4. 
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perhaps a merge n A n 
not have drawn the fatal ſecret from im. 


50 1% 1 Ob 


des ſhewed ibfoke judgment, in mens 


pitition of his words when delivering her 


up to the Conſpirators;:(—anaftion which | 


I never can think on with patience) 70 


« you, Sirs, and to your honours, I bequeath 
* her,” &c.z expreſſing by her voice and 


countenance how much, he had been abuſed 
in that truſt; for at that time Jaffier's * hon 
heart had not been rouſgd by that rela- 
tion which was to * wth ng vith'ter- 
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Bur. is dh Ws Murder my father, 
there was a hotror chit clalled one's blood 
It was all nature here, no declamation to 


diſſuade him from his horrid purpoſe It 


was the daughter, who, in the moment of A 


a father's danger, felt all that ten 
which his former indulgence had werte. 
ruſh like a torrent on her mind, Which hia 
preſent . perſecuting cruelty” could not ob- 
literate, though by 2 It by 4 to the balen 
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4 wants; in he, ſhe was here ſo t. 
irreſiſlible, that, bore N the ler 
of her filial piety, we yield with 1 god 
ceaſe to Wen treachery iſe,” | 
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1 Sit expreſſed a horror even at her- _ 
” words, in r 8 the "ory of Renault 


. « Oh, an lane ifs » Rr, 
WEE. Thy Belvidera's s peace deſery'd thy care, 236; 
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Her anxiety for Jaffer i 1s the predominating 
idea throughout; for when ſhe exhibits the 
picture © of that aſſembly, all made up of | 
« wretches that look as Hell had drawn 
* them. into. league, her contempt is ſwal- 
lowed up in the recollection of his danger 
a by a connection with them; n is har N 44 
Fpef are y friends! with theſe thy life, thy A 

Thy love, all ſtak'd, and all will 80e ruin 


Her tender reludtance at parting with foes, 
the indeciſion of her motions, and her i irre- 
ſolution a at leaving him, were all finely paint. : 
; ed; ſhe is | conliftent even in the minutiæ of 


the chyrafier, for when the e WE. 


the 1 1 ** 5 ſhe ue 

mulouſſy anſwers, Friends to the ſenate 
« and the fate of Venice,” as if conſcious 
of ſome danger from the diſcovery. her ill» 
fated aſcendant-over the mind of Jaffier had 
enabled her to make, and reflecting with 
horror on the weakneſs of public honour, 
oppoſed to the IR: ſay * h 15 


nat or. 
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Bur Mrs. 0 never appeared to 
more advantage than in the ſcene with Jaf. | 


ö her, where ſhe dwells with tears upon the 
] approaching unhappy fate of Pierre, and 
n the manner of relating his ſufferings, 
| endeavouring to lead the much-hurt mind 
5 of Jaffier, for the injury he had met with 

| from Pierre's- unexpected blow, 1 into com- | 
5 miſeration of his fate: Ih; 2 
2 + Oh! forgive 8 1 75 on 

| And if his fufferings wound thy e — | 

72 1 What n Ne do t0- ere? b F 
% And again, hes i, e 1 8 T8631. 


Oh ſure 'twill ſtream like my eyes now.“ 
a N „ duet 3 12 
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Tue Gileges which ſucceeded mo the 
natural conſequence of 
and overflowing grief. Theaftleſs innocence 
chat will not let her perceive her being the 
_ eauſe- of the eruel ſentence pronounced 


_ the diſplays When Jaffier attempts to kill 


ger, while ſhe fondly ene 


vas all ſo natural, ſo ok bd 
 __ eafion, ſo without deſign, that I have not 
_ often felt more pleaſure, tfan when ſhe 
eſcaped the uplifted dagger—but this was 


imagine; her reluftance to tell Jaffiers cruel 


treatment of her; her burſt of grief when 
\ the does at laſt diſcover it, ſeizes one's heart 


heart-wounding words 
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poignant alition 


againſt the Conſpirators, the natural "terror 


Her, and her delightful diſarming \ of his a an. 


ng: Now, then, kill me? e 


momentary—In the next ſcene with/her fa 
ther ſhe was affecting beyond what I could 


ſo ſtrongly, that I think 1 ſhall ever regret 
the inefficacy of her intreaties, which on her 
exit ſhe ſtill more ſtrongly enforces 15 thoſe 


« Go, and remember tis Belvidera's life 6 
* Fer Flores 4 for 


"a3. 


Thecompoſed echo bend —Y 
exprefled in hericquatenance during Jaifiers \ i 
bleſſing, implored_ for her in their Jaſt inter- I | 
view; the horron the encreaſe of horror, a 4 4 
e repeats his laſt. worg,..* parting,: lo. „ 
preſſive of her deſpair, all her ſtrenuqus a 0 
fecting efforts to detain him and when all”. 
Gl grief i in voice 1 looks while — 
he uttered thele words; 


« Oh, my poor heart, when wilt Sou break! 
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could have joined det —The lit 1 +, = 
ged with ſuch affecting earneſtneſs for * _ 
infant ſon, while with a piteous tone, alda 
voice interrupted with ſobs, ſhe e 1 
« Ill give it him--truly! —the ſpecehleſs,”” 67 2M 
horror ſhe ſtood transfixed i m at the depar- | 5 1 
ure of Jaffier; the growing madneſs ſhe = 
finely marked by the increaſing wildneſs of _ 
her eyes, and the complete diſtraction mp. 
nifeſted by ſtriking her forehead as hs ex- "a 


claims— 
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The air's too thin—it pierces my weak brain? ” 
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1 er wan countenance, her 


in a vacant ſtare her ſn 
the account delivered of 
her mile at . "imaginary en 
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Fas tragedy. of the Mourning Bride, is: i 
= 

the only offering of Mr. Congreve to the 3 
ſhrine of Melpomene. This goddeſs, hows 1 
ever, I think, has not been propitious to 

ö him; perhaps. hurt at his infidelity to her 


ſmiling ſiſter, whoſe moſt favoured lover he 
undoubtedly Was. The ſtile, in my opinion, 


— 


Is turgid, and Almeria wholly abſorbed 1 1 i E 
grief for misfortunes antecedent to the pla, 

which ſhe relates in forced metaphors and 
| laboured figures; fails of exciting much pity. 1 


He certainly diſcgvers but little delicacy in 


ſeizing ſo unwilling a hand. This might be 225 3 7 
pardonable 1 * the old father; but in Gareis, 


bd * 
* ft. 
1* if 
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Why not refaſe Garcia too on his firſt addreſs 77 2 | 
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py iden the thor ike! to give a foro | 
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able N we cannot forgive it. 
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Taz King 4 is andered too ridiculous by 
his bombaſtic diſcourſes for the pen of - 
tragedy. There is not; however, wanting | 
in this play a ſublimity of expreſſion, aloe 
tineſs of ſentiment, and a grandeur of de- 
ſcription, which oblige us to regret that 
poetry can be miſplaced, and nature ne- 
glected. As I mentioned poetry, I canhot 
omit the following ene which . 
for itſelf: e, Gel, am” 
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n 4 
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. Aud eat s ündted wks . 
„White as the fleecy ram on Arnie M i 
That bound, and foam, and champ the e 
« As they diſdain'd the viftory they grac d. 
Beh lo! what brightneſs breaks Wok 
eis Zara! the graceful,” che highly 
dignified Zara I think I never beheld | 
more diſdainful majeſty than the fine figure of 
Mrs. Siddons diſplayed in her firſt entrance. 
The angry contempt with: which ſhe Teas _ 
unwillingly to hear the bombaſtic praiſes of 
the king; tlie wo condeſcenſion' wy 
1 


| 1 | 
"W '£ 0 UF 


alen bim the or ug ase was 3 — | 
marked with that RIOT of e ne 
n e he TL TS = 
In SO OT — * Pair fullen 5 
flence of the diſguiſed Alphonſo, her excuſe 
| for him was made with that anxiety for his 
fate, in which ſhe ſeems to 9 5 me 
miny of her own? | * . 
That gallant Moor i in battle oſt a Tank; | | cal aa 
« Whom more than life he love; 22 on 
„And the regret of not revenging on his foes 
„ That loſs, has caus'd this melancholy and deſpair.” 
Her features here affumed Tuch a foftneſs * 5 
added infinite beauty to her eountenance, f, 
and Oſmyn diſcovered more than modern 


conſtaney in {till JOE his obſtinate 
lend ; 77 FT 


n 


Tux contention ſhe 8 ee 
pride and love in her firſt interview Wwitn 
Olmyn was very great; her pride galled with „ | I 
his indifference; her offered love meeting 
only NOI the cauſe of his belair 75 
being 


— 


impaſſioned intreaty for his love, that Iwas 


- knees. RE Fe HE ot T7 


his firſt appearance had on her; the joy, 


r 14 * 
1 wth a 3 to her, hw comes with 
the intention of affording confolation to his 
captivity, and ſpeaks the fol lowing words 
Vith the moſt animated compaſſion, Which 
are ſo deſcriptive of diſintereſted love: 


What joy do I require of thee ? Dol. mourn? 
8 « I come to mourn with thee, to ſhare thy grief, 
And give thee for them in exchange my N . 


There was: ſomething ſo enchanting i in her 


almoſt tempted to throw the wed. me * 


Tun PR TOTAL ſhe_ gives of: th eſſe 


the rapture, with which ſhe mentions: his 
recovery, as the reward of her ane, as 
really charming: N 3 


wy Then c Woe sf 
. Thy temples till returning blood anal oy 
And, like the morn, vermillion'd 0 er thy face. 
% Oh, Heavens! how did my heart rejoice and . 
„When I beheld the day-break of thine m_ 2 
And felt the balm of thy reſpiring lips. 


Her tranſition from love to rage WY} po 


digiouſly fine; it ſparkled in her eyes; it 
1 threw 


U * 


| =” glory fu 5. ele perſon; it 
kept dominion of her countenance, and Was 
marked with great vivacity, where,” in theſe 
words, ſhe pg to 1 out his inſo- 5 
5 lence to the King: idem 293.) 
5 4 There, he your prifoner that was my > JE 5 5 
But language Is inadequate to her praiſe— 
| ſhe appeared a being of ſuperior. dime 
r- there was a radiance in her countenance, a 
ſublimity in her paſſion, that ſwallowed up 
ö in its vortex all other ideas; for, in general. 
A ſuppliant in love, and that a female too, 
| is not a very dignified object. Stimulated 
˖ by the coldneſs of Oſmyn, and reſolving - 
his deſtruftion, her rage appears to have no 
other motive than that which ſhe expreſſes 
to the · king, whoſe jealouſy ſhe excites, by 
the dignity. of manner 5h which ſhe. de- 
ma iis ti Es, ae ; 
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"hog e gh > Sie. g Thea 
chor has leſt a chaſm here in the charafter 
of Zara, which the countenance of Mr. 

| Siddons moſt beautifully ſupplies, not g 
by the mournful tenderneſs: with which her 
eyes are rivetted to the ſpot from whence 
Ofmyn had been led off to priſon, but b | 
being totally regardleſs of the King's turg 

=. 1nvitation to pleaſures, which to a 

* bers was not in ks 2 to bello. lt 


E 41:6 1 | 


y 


bp fr NE WY ati; to Olin The ih. 
Ken repentance for her rage, with the 

humpleſt, the ſweeteſt contrition. The hat- 
mony of her voice in rei peating Ofmyni 
WE. queſtion, « Is it my love?* + and her regret 
at being the cauſe of his ruin, the makes fe 
= pointed, that one ceaſes to wondet Her je. 

loufy has not been rouſed by the'miltake'of 
Oſmyn; and one ſuppoſes it extremely na- 

tural, that, blinded by her repentance, ſhe 
| omits to aſk who that tender addrels was 
N meant to be directed to; certainly not for 
ber, whoſe barbarous rage had loaded him F 
WF ” wich a and galling n irons.“ „Ka 
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and jealouſy;. which ſhe exhibited in all their 
natural force, on her return with the royal 
ſignet to give him liberty, formed a. fine 
contraſt to the preceding ſceneg her hs 
were wonderfully expreſſive. of the ſtinging = 
diſappoitatnent ſhe had met with: while Gs 
myn leads out Almeria, ber attitudes, allyiez — 
lent and quickly varying. denots ihe extrem 
agitation of her ming, in finding a rival in 158 
that heat; till ght. HARD Gy a} 5 
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Nr e 40 r 1 
T4 1 ſneer ohh 9 8 ſhe. ac % 
companies her ſarcaſtic. remarks on Gan, 
« I did not know. the! Princels's favourite 
your pardon, Six—miltake. me not; y 
think Jam angry: you re deceiv d. "—The 
ſtrain of: comedy the introduces here had a 5 | 3 M 
55 effect; it mote ſtrongly diſcloſed her ] 
oiling rage through the thin veil of forced ! x 
. 15 when delivering: her 1 
orders 8 che guard, * l 11 3 k | 
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wel judicidully kinda out to oe alme 
the veal cauſe of her ns KY ke 
1 N — #1 7 | it. 35) 4? e 5 15 . 
57 er ak an opportunity bere of. 
marking among the many, one be of 
Mrs. Siddons's performance, even hen nE 

: engaged in dialogue, the never loſes: ſight 
of her character; for upon the renewal of 
her love, and diſſolution of her rage, When 
4 ſhe conſalts with Selim upon the means of 
4 wn ſaving Oſmyn, Whilſt the King and Gonzales 
F . are debating about him, endeavouring to 
3 trace who he really is, ſhe diſcovers in her 
| looks the moſt anxious attention to their 
1 diſcourſe; and when ſhe advances to them, 
— relates the event of Alphonſo (ſtill'coneeal- 
it him under the name of Oſmyn) being 
4 thrown on her ſhore, with a plainneſs of | 
manner totally diveſted of rant, which, 
while it adds a grace to the more impaſſioned 

1 5 parts of her acting, ſeems, by the apparent 
| candour of it, the beſt calculated to impoſe _ 
upon the Kin g, were he even endowed with 
penetration, which indeed he is not. Her 
jealouſy, however, 12 nearly betrayed the 

| _ ones: 
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being cautioned» by her ſlave, gives a new.” 


meaning to her words, by the dextrous 
change of her manner: but from this her 
paſſions ſeem all ſuſpended; there is an al- 

fecting ſolemnity, à horrid tranquillity in 
her whole appearance, when ſhe” orders 


the poiſon to be brought to her. Here I 
muſt pay a juſt tribute to her feelings, by 


her omiſſion of the ſavage cruelty of Con- 
_ greve's Zara ſtabbing her unoffending ſlave. 
Her wild grief on diſcovering the headleſs 


body of Oſmyn, and her execrations poured 


on the King, as the ſuppoſed author of his 


death, were wonderful; her reſolution of 


mind viſible on drinking the poiſon, at the 


ſame time the natural antipathy ſhe ſhewed 


to it was ſtrikingly juſt ; but the apparent 
working of the deadly draught was beyond 


any repreſentation I ever beheld; at that 


moment I quite forgot the exalted ſoul of 
the beautiful Zara, and could only feel for 


the agony and torture under which a fellow 2 


creature ſuſſered. I muſt ſtill doubt which 
to prefer, her Belvidera or Zara; they. are 
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Is the wits of as Fatal Marking 8 Fe 
thern has united the ſtrongeſt circumſtances EZ 
to beget pity, and'create' horror, that can, 

I think, be found in the Engliſh or any 
other Drama; an innocent, amiable woman, 
undeſignedly and undefigningly, led into 
the commiſſion of a crime of the moſt ſhock- 

ing nature, betrayed into a ſituation which, 
departing from dramatic juſtice, gratifies . 
malice of guilt, by the ſufferings of inno- 5 
cence. The juſt puniſhment of Carlos, glo. | 
rying in the completion of his willainy, 
affords no compenſation to minds already 
tortured by the ſubverted intelle& and me- 
ann end of the poor exhauſted Iſabella. 
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Fron Mrs. Siddons's ts Si . te. 
preſentation of this character, I feel "myſelf 
engaged in a work much too difficult for my 
limited powers. How can I delineate her per- 
fections, when thoſe very perfections, I ſome. 
times thought, would have nearly deprivedme 
of ſenſation? And I muſt ever find fault with 
the author's plan, in leading ſo much beauty, 
ſo much virtue, and ſo much innocence, into 


ſuch a comblee of gal horror, and: word 


4 
Bur Gi the mourner comes, 1 n 


apparently wholly occupied in her on af- 
flictions; yet Mrs. Siddons, with a modeſt 
dignity of manner, tempers her reſolute re- 
jection of Villeroy, with ſo gentle a forbear- 
. ance of his ſuit, and ſuch a grateful recol- 
lection of his friendſhip, as renders: her 
denial praiſe-worthy even to him, while the 
exceſs of fondneſs pictured in her face for 
her little boy, in ſpeaking theſe words: 

« My little angel! no, you mult not cry; £ 

Sorrow will overtake thy ſteps too w 12 

I ſhould not haſten it : „„ TIDY 


ſongs evinced that even 1 with that 
Py 


54 
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1 of her. Weg 1 was dener 10 —— 
her than allluence WA . 2 


bt 


In. her: pitecus 9 10 oe —_ 7s bb 
ther ſhe uſes no reproaches; her powers are 
drawn from nature, tears and the oft oom - 
plaining tones of innocence in miſery: but 
when the unfeeling Count, reſiſting her pa- 
thetic intreaty for her child, to fave him 
« from the wrongs that fall upon the poor,”. 
and would force the boy from her, the mo- 
ther then. broke out with all chat ns 
pathos ſhe poſſeſſes; 

No, ve nde e un held 

3 Of comfort I have left, and ehen he fil * 


40 All goes along wich him— E it) Fe EL 
be. e 5 


KK 
And, on finding him ee ſhe Wee 

impreſſion never to be effated from the _ 
mind, on retiring, while ſhe uttered with a2 {2 
lubmiſhve plaintiveneſs theſe words:: = 


e 


* 
ke - 9 - oF * 
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* Then Heaven have mercy on me. s 


Ix the beginning of the. ſecond alt, ber 9 1 
deſpair, viſibly corretted by her picty, was — _ 
inely executed ' => BY 
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ende n, and lee 2 8 wy! 
(Ys The wal of. _ n, and 11 mal not ot complain.” 


1 e dat 4 wemertary fu ben 11 | Tor her 
mind, though ſubdued by her en 
ag to herſelf, appeared 9 affected by 
thaternal wer di PL OGUL "Oy * an 


Fy i 
wats 1 


W « 1 will 561 for welt ler file 125 1 
* * The x violence of TY ms but pare child, 4 


ine 1017. N on * 


_ though .. : V% It WH „ 210. aloud cots; 
« To flop the cries of hanger cor kainpf?, a 8 0 
her kiſſing it, and the ſuddenneſs of motion 
with which ſhe gives it to the nurſe, all 
marking her fear of truſting herſelf with 
another look at the gift of love, leſt ſhe 
| ſhould recal chat act to which bee 
ne PORT 1. lead her. . ie 
7 23 8735 110 3 TR 

a wild Acer at - meeting: her! eredr 
tors, and the conflicting paſſions which ap- 
peared to agitate her mind during the whole 
ſcene, hardly deſerved the name. of acting; 
but when the calm Carlos, with! an affected 
„5 friend. 


% 


ad Bk ik SE 


"28> 


coat 555 her miſery by 55 6881 EY | 
_ commetidation te Have patience; totally re- 
gardlelꝭ of Him; her eyes ſolemnly directed 


repeating Bis laſt word= 


to Heaven While 


ſhe! conveyed ard extremes impatience of hner 


ſufferings, 'wonderfally eombined toi a dread 
of offending that Being by whom chey were 
Pema 10 Alu 337 but % I 
c Dio Tal WD 97191007 toni Berg 1 
FROM this her foul Conte abſerbed m 
the melancholy delight of viewing her little 


boy ; a delighe over Which "deſpair ſeemed © 


to predominate. She is interrupted in that ; 
contemplation by the advice of Carlos, to | 
give him, by accepting Viltleroy's Hand 4 


friend, a father: — The violenee arid fur- 


prize with which'ſhe & claims ahuſband!?” 
was ſo expreſſiwe of her horror at tlie "idea, 
that we feel her emotion, and invotitntartly 
ſaudder with Her. Ak 1 2007 LOVING 
r 8 2025 07 er 
TE — with n which! "ROS con. 
ſents to become the wife of Villeroy, while | 
fondly kiffing her little boy, ſhe ſeems to 
endeavour to extract ſome inducement from 


5 E | 45:3 2 her 
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ber ae! love for an alt n ib 
to her mind, yet at the ſame time labouring 
not io ſhock: the generous nature af Ville, 
roy, by her efforts to make her conſent ap- 
pear, not the reward only of gratitude, due 
to his friendſhip was all ſo intereſting. that, 
grieved at being reduced to ſuch extremi- 
ties, we find every excufe for her in our 
pity, and almoſt forgive the ſccond, the F a- 
ago | le 24+ chig4 1 | 
N L e 
"Sin keeps: aide” our e by the 
We u. of her manners, trough which 
her grief of ſoul is ſtrongly viſihle;;but 
what ſhall I ſay of * the. riſing ſmile ſtole 
_ * from her thoughts, juſt reddening on her 
* cheek, at the nuptial feaſt.” This ſudden 
blaze appeared with additional. beauty and 
pri ghtneſs, contraſted with the | ſucceeding 
mournful hue- of her countenance,iand 
ſeemed to expreſs a mind ſuſpended by the 
power of harmony, to a momentary forget- 
fulneſs of the horrors that preyed E it, 
Which too ſaon e their ſoree » 
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ing ; Ta e on brd fadden 40. 
parture, ſeemed to expreſs that the weari- 
ſome. dejection f her * harraſs d mind 95 85 
aroſe not from that cauſe alone; even her | 
walk denoted „ frame 1 we 
wonderful . 


2 
n 


no CFU ps bien 1 a in ig 
* act, is full of agitating fears, and hor- 
rors acted with © necromantic force? on the 
audience: her dread to behold him, and the 


WH fearful ſerutiny with which ſhe enamines the 

features of the diſguiſed: Biron, with the 
| horrid ſatisfaction viſible in het countenanes - ] 
as ſhe aſſures herſelf of life in his ſuppoſed 
| death, was almoſt too intereſting: - but her 
| ſhriek, and immediate fall, on diſcovering 
5 Biron, as he threw off his diſguiſe and ex- 
claims © My Iſabella!” was really aſtoniſh- 1555 1 
ing to deſcribe their effect is * 
| and Perg feel ii —undeſirable. | FL 
i Tarxoven the remainder of the FS? ſhe 
3 ſometimes ſhewed a OR: of her own 
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 Grwation; intdic;onel 3 him once 
more. . dhe loſes berſelf in the. idea of his 
ſufferings When, he ſhall; babe heard the 
wy horror,” Wüh her we wiſn, ha 
« world of e had been prevented dut hy | 
4 hearing from him. The anxiety, with 


ö W ſhe buſies herſelf in all the little offi- 


ces about him, is ſo affectin g. that I cannot 
avoid giving the author the praiſes he;mefits 
for thoſe touches of nature: ſhe appears tu 
_ dwell upon them with that ſort of delight 
which our lateſt attentions to our friends en. 
eite in us; they are melancholy, but they are 


endearing. Her affecting voice and lock in 
thoſe words, . TII but ſay my prayets and 
follow you: then _ diftraftion which 
"i idea en na EAER 005 TAU GEM oth 1. 40 


1 4:1! 


ot ff 
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* My pray 'rs! no, 1 muſt never pray again. 
lch But I have pang left to hope lor more. 


Te deſperate means the fixes on, 10 a 
| herſelf of e 


20 « Alt the reproaches, infamies Eg Et ® i 
* That every Nan and N will find for N 
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declare her aniſcvy, Jet he dun- — rt = 


gives of it—in ſhort, it is atÞloftult for 


vr, that it ig it is impo Able for deſcription 0 
do juſtice 19 her inimitable acting werter 
ſtart on approaching to ſtab Biron, —-her 
ſhock when going to take a laſt farewell of 
him, —and the madneſs which immediately 


enſues — twas impoſſible not to turn away, 
even from her. I recollett a thouſand 


beauties which ſtruck me, but recollect | 


them with a heart chilled with horror. 


There was a ſort of diſtractin g ſolemnity | 
in her voice, where the wounded Biron 


is led in; and in the madneſs of her foul ſhe 


calls out to Villeroy, to ſwear her 1 innocent 
« before that ſcreaming evidence appears 


in bloody proof againſt her. Her dying 
laugh, and kiſſing her little boy——T muſt 
break off. —Upon the whole, as there is but 
one feeling excited in this play, and that of ß 
ſuch an overbearing nature, in the end an. 
nihilating all tender ſenſations, it unavoid- . 
ably muſt have the ſame effect upon us, 
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xs. Stbpons, in Ma 
unfolds new: 


Taz character of Margaret agrees with 
hiſtory ; but the events of this play are fo 
diſſimilar, and vary ſo much from truth, as 
to leave the mind diffatisfied; more ſo, per- 
haps, from the diſappointment, the names 
of the perſons e us to ex pełt, at leaſt, 
probable occurrences, 
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bs fling W as MIN call 
8 was not meant, I believe, to be worthy 


our notice, ang hexlilly upt helmets of 
his . | 


Tux veryncemmerproof of of friwip 
given by the mighty Warwick, in his dying 
:: Tok of his much loved. Eliſabeth to, Ed- 
ward, is 0 0 b the ones 4 wuma- 
nity, as to excite rather ridicule, than dpi 
ration, àndithe lach, eaſihs:confoltd; 17 
not camordils in her grief, a ſcems tol give 
weight! to Margaret's! penetration g uh 
*cerowns are dhærling meteors in a'worian's 
eye. Margaret is certainly the favourne 
object of the poet; and for whom he Ve 
lates the truth of hiſtory; yet ker charafter 
ib preſerved in all its vindictive pride. The 
only violent” act the author of this play 
makes her guilty of, is oocaſioned by tuch 
aggravated: provocations; as to render it at 
leaſt exeuſable, if not juſtiſtable. She be. 
holds the hereditary foe to the Houſe of 
Lancaſter, the dethroner of her Huſband, 


| and as if born for her deſtruction, the mur- 
NM | | F 8 derer 
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ave $i A lg vet 72 7 Ta. = 
« corpſe af her Ppöt bleeding” thi 
fach 1 — 5 e "what 85 
mitra tr: ph 
at mothet but mult Join th M 
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my 
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« gears} bauch. Wi deat 


neck oF Wy gl mark mark 
haughty Queen; He walked e her 
enemies beneath, and Het coun x | 
preſſed a mind ſtung with injuries, yet curb- | 
ing that ſenſe; while it conceives the mighty 
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Her laſt thieat 1 was delivered with that viru- 
lence which ſhewed 4 mind capable of the 


conception of vengeance, and expre 
coura age. equal to the moſt complete. 
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and, with an affecting anxiety, invo 
ture to guide her with counſel, and teach 
her * how to ſave. her darling boy, But 
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child, e 575 reiched ud 5 
of every 'comfart, * bereft of honour, fore 
10 an huſband, child fhe carties un Uf. 
conviction yith her, and irrcfitibly 
1 wo 15 to Ueclare her far from' yuilty — 
The concluſion of this ſpeech, though it 
deſtroys the impreſſion of pity on our mind 
for the diſtreſſes of Margaret, yet we are 
pleaſed to 0 be again preſented” by Mrs. Sid+ i 
25 with an inſtance of the tnſubdued/pl- 
rit of this halghty Queen, tc dhe unn mik. 


ben the wick: 41 in, Was . 
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: N il at HOW *. we . is he 1 4 0% 
Ha 401175 H Au fo Hari 2 - 
„Ms Sipons, i in this charafier 

ed: a ſpecies of acting that I was hitherto.un- 
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of tragedy, enliyened by th the ſharp ridicule 
and, pointed raillery. one 9 4 
the property of comedy; yet are they unite | 
cd by Mrs. Siddons, 1 in Margaret of A jou, 
with an effett that delights, us. by, its no- 
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Tur author of this play, notw ſtan 
his violation of hiſtoric truth, exalting ſome 
Characters beyond the reach of humanity, 
whilſt others are inſignificant, though meant neant 
19, be heroic; yet Margaret's, agreeable 0 
| hiſtory, throughout the play retaining that 

unſubdued 


infubdued u * en tau ught hit to def 
pile danger, to diſdain fabjeRtion, and even 
to endure hardſhips which might lead to the 
completion of her vengeance; is ſo conſo= 
nant to what we have always ſuppoſed her. =: 
to be, that this wri er deſerves every praiſe 
we can give him: and we will aſſure him, 
that while Mrs. Siddons continues to diſ- 

play her admirable talents in this character, 

Margaret of Anjou will maintain her dig- 
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; nity, and he Will be applauded. 1 f 
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f E the W of het Shore air 
ed, that a bad original is almoſt equal to a 
tolerable copy, we ſhould not have had this 
opportunity of paſſing judgement on the 
imitative talents of this very ingenious poet. 
The Fair Penitent is certainly a work of in- 
finite merit; but, in the piece now under 
our conſideration, except a few exclama- 
tions uſed by Glo ſter, I profeſs I do not ſee 
the leaſt ſimilitude to our immortal bard in 
this play; yet Rowe declares it of Shake- 
| ſheare's ſirufture. However, we will allow, 
that from, the intereſt unavoidably impreſſed 
on our minds by the ſtory, ſrom the reflec- 
| * 
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uon that nit 1 events FR have 
really * happened, and that as long as We + 
ſhall view this play ſupported by the genius 
of Mrs. Siddons, it muſt continue to hold 5 
is rank among our mall (WOES ge = 
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uit San 10 72 Ni, by the 
natural dilplay 6  unfeigned repentance, the 
unaffected humili ty of her. deportment, and 
the graceful. compaſſion ſhe. expreſſed: iy or. 
the eoncealed misfortunes, but a pparent 1 ſor- 
rows of Dumont, WAS, during | her firſt ſcene, 
uncomiionly captivating : wholly taken 
up with the pleaſure the then gave me, 
Betvidera, Jabel, all were obliterated * | 
my mind, and I alone beheld in her 


beautiful ere 
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Silk was infiritely intereſting it in the ea; 
ing keene with Alicia; ſhe appeared terrified _ 
even at the remembrance of the love of her - 

royal maſter, and as if afraid 1 to cruſt herlelk 

with the recdlisclon of her former e, 
dour; yet the apparent ſhock given to her 
Ce 325 mind 
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00 Beh me y 3 thou wilt ſee me. 

** Fre yet a few ſhort days paſs o'er my head, £01}: 

4, Abandon'd to the very, utmoſt wretchedneſs! _ 
: « The hand of Power has ſeiz'd almoſt the Whole 

5 Of what was left for needy life's ſupport; 5 
Shortly thou wilt behold me poor, and veneer M 

Before * door for _ enen 


T he nk diſtreſsful look wk which theſs 
words were accompanied, and the exprellive 
horror of voice with which they were ut. 
tered, were more calculated to Excite, com- 


paſſion, than any repreſen I ever ber 
held. 
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| Rl pointed, with remarkable juſtneſs, the 
fenſe of the concluding lines of this act.— 
The ſorrowing penitence of her countenance 
as ſhe retired, ſo expreſſive of a mind borne 
down by affliction, yet uncomplainingly. re· 
ſigned to her juſt condemnation, WAS truly > 


lectin &: 
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Tur lerer abe of her dejefted . 


with Glo ſter, at the beginning of the fourth 


act, and it had a prodigious fine effett.—lt - 


was intereſting to obſerve the various chan- 


rit throughout the play, was in the ſceng 


ges of her marking countenance, While ha 


unfolds his horrid purpoſe, of uſurping the 
rights of his innocent nephew, and relates 
the oppoſition given to his deſigns by Haſ- 
tings ; but the burſt of extaſy, the blaze of 
joy, which animated her countenance on 


hearing of the generous act, was charming; | 


“ Does he! does Haſtings! — The ardour. 
with which ſhe glories at the mention of a 
Protector to the poor forſaken . Ude 
ones, Was inconceivably fine: 
$5 oh gallant generous Haſtings!" / 
Go on, purſue, aſſert the ſacred-cauſe; 
© Stand forth, thou proxy of all-ruling Proven, 
And fave the friendleſs infants from oppreſſion.” 10 i 
The ſilent reproach of her looks at the — 5 


oþpreſſion, finely marked the unnatural uncle 
as author of the more than ſavage cruelty : | 


the fearleſs contempt with which ſhe conti- 
nues to regard Gloſter, was vaſtly ſtriking) 
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. By 
ad Ianivbctil the I6ve of Eduard, Tie 
poimed Her gratitude to His memory; by 
firoke which delighted us with its rode | 
hd gratified us by its extremè it mess for 
it was as natural as it was judicious: after 
enumerating ſome tender proofs of his at- 
tathment to her, ſhe appeared woriderfully 
| ſhocked at che idea, that, when He was no 
more, te ſhonld reward even his guilty paſ- 


Bom by calmly viewing an injury dont to 


his defenceleſs orphans; ſhe marked the j im. 
poſſibility of her acting ſo baſe a part in a 
wonderful manner, by repeatingſthe fold w- 
ing line; (after a pauſe at the three firſt words 
of it), in a quick recitation; and in à low 
tone of voice, entirely diveſted of tragis 
rant, yet thereby giving a ſtronger idea of 
that injuſtice of which ſhe was incapable, 
than the maſt voeilerous mo could Ld 
Prod — 
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Wa ER 


12 17 A - 


vi fe ect i _ 


ber Al le n 0%: kt OD 


9 Ere ſhe . to ae ll. jufiice,” 0 0 N i 
Or PAN; bee aro 


was e pa . ; Ea . We was 2 7 


cyonq de 
fed . . th whic h ſhe 1 8 


th S 


"ad I P 
ror of, mind cauſed by LY, ſeventy 08 
1 1 8 alm E ls BEE 5 TE WH 


T4 8 34 


as . on her knees, Was ror 
8 


folemn; r. heart ſeemed relieved w 


10 1 14 it K* Io 17 201431 It 1 Net! * 155 


uttered. the f 05 n WG: words, in a 55 Jaintive 


& "£34413 


tons, a hs FRY e W We 


1 0 
idea: * | F.-Y +1 G41 


"063 Ob. . e lei: 


« Hambly k behold I bow myfelf "to how. ally} 
„ © 209 Own "Y juſfce in 9 E hard e 10 00 


e 


* 
Bot A this Ns . Siddons e ceaſes TY 1 


eite pleaſure | by her e " the 118 


120 8 


of deception G af to ae mind. [hrou 
. ie NV. is M5 2 * unn 2 241 3 8 
730 ue 


0 Þ A 105 


E pronounce 5 be 5 Cpl er; 
Sue fo. Carre th natural 175 | 


8 1 
her | filent " addreſs Heay | 
tion, d Brun * ABA ry 7 


WE 


| 090 6 | 


Ra 
' | - the" reriiaitider of the part, her nh 
tion is ſo near real life, pen under that per- 
ſuaſion, when ſhe appeared t tottering under 
the weight of an apparently emaciated frame, 
I abſolutely thought her the creature periſh. 
ing through want, fainting. from loſs. of 
5 food; "—ſhocked at the ſight, I could not 
avoid turning from the ſuffering object; 1 
was dif ulld at the idea, that an event af- 
ſecting our mortal frame only, ſhould be 
capable of producing greater miſery than 
the moſt poignant anguiſh of the mind + 
We wiſh to have ſomething exalted in 
diſtreſs to intereſt us, and there is i 
of that kind in the famiſhing Shore, whole 
ſufferings have no immediate -reference to 
any but herſelf; yet, with hearts chilled with 
horror, we ſtill anxiouſly wiſh to follow her 
through her miſery. Her ſoliloquy was pain- 
fully affecting; but, on diſcovering Alicia 's\ 
door, the ſevere ſharp hunger expreſſed in 
her looks, the ravenous flame which ſeemed 
; to dart from her ſunk eyes, the univerſal 
weakneſs which prevailed through her whole 


frame, the trepidation with which ſhe knocks 
at ; 
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| at the door, ak fear 5 terror leaf the 
ſhould, be obſerve J craving a a relief 9 0 
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rb bs was ue te OR 
HRA butegtesbte entreaty ts FR mY 
tracted but obdurate Alicia, for © the ſmal- 
« eſt. pittance to relieve the bitterneſs of 
want, was ſcarce to be borne, and her look, 
at her departure, was aſtoniſhingly affect- 
ing ; : it manifeſted the commencemetit - of 
diftraftion in her own much- oppreſſed brain, 
yet the tendereſt compaſſion for the woes 
even of the author of her unequal ſufferingy, 
and for whom, with all the fervout her 
weak ſtate would allow of, ſhe entreats Hea- 
ven.“ in metcy to look upon her.” She roſe 
{till higher in her mournful diſtrefs, as ſhe 
approached her end; yet, even in the midſt 
of all the horror occaſioned by the fight of 
Shore, when ſcreaming with terror, ſne 
claſps Belmour « to ſave her from his angry 

« ſhade.” The ſudden catching in her arms 
equally denotin g the horror of her ſoul, and 
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yet, to the laſt, the object exciting our 
ſtrongeſt emotion, was the poor exhauſted 
being, reduced to death by abſolute want. 
At that moment, hard muſt the heart be 
that would not have forgiven her, that 


would not moſt ardently hope, 


« For her paſt crimes her forfeit life might be receiv'd.” | 


This quotation is perhaps too ſerious to ap- 


ply to mere acting, but I think I owe it to 


ſo inimitable a performance, and ſhall only 
add one obſervation, which may not be im- 
probable—Had Jane Shore been ſuch a WO- 
man, endowed with ſuch talents to- move 


compaſſion, ſhe might have wrought pity 
in the mind even of the execrated Glo ter, 


lamented her piteous fate, 
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ever met with. The language is certainly 
elegant and pathetic; and the characters 
are conſiſtent with themſelves. Glenalvon, 
whoſe cool, artful and collected villany is 
well contraſted with the generous ardour 
and open nature of the blooming. Norval, 
excites a deteſtation equal to the love in- 


happy fate of the virtuous Matilda, muſt 


every heart. There is ſomething in mater- 


Hz 25 Nee 


Tu 
glas is one of the moſt intereſting that 1 


ſpired by that gallant youth; and the un- q 
draw forth the. voice of ſorrow * from 


nal affeQion, that, I think, melts the ſoul to. 


In) RE 
2 degree of tenderneſs hide to what any 
| other ſenſation can inſpire ; being compo. 
ſed. of the ſoftneſs of love, diveſted of its 
ſelfiſhneſs, blended with. a warmth of affec. 
tion equalled only by the paternal: I there · 
fore doubt if this play would have been ſo 
affecting, had the father been ſubſtituted for 
the mother of Douglas. Tis ſure ſweetly 
intereſting to mix our tears with thoſe of 
* Matilda, to attend her through all her melt- 
ing anxiety, and trace her through all her 
hopes and fears to that laſt fatal wound 
given to her peace, to her “ een 


« wind“, | | A439 34, on 
5 5 b | 


To adorn the character of Douglas, the 
author has culled with the greateſt care all 
_ thoſe virtues which command our” higheſt 
admiration; to which he has united all thoſe 
kind qualities which Mr. Burke beautifully 
ſtiles, the ſoft green of the ſoul.” We 
follow him with the moſt anxious attention 
through every ſcene, and our delighted tina» 
gination, pleaſed with its employment, even 


| paints * in the "ay vale, with = 
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* © « fol ardour curbing his fiery fleed.” Charm» 
ed with his ſpirit, we dwell with a fort of 
melancholy delight upon the ebullitions of 
it. In the ſcene with Glenalvon, whoſe in- 
ſulting contempt and taunting advice his 
gallant mind could ſcarcely brook, how 
muſt we then be agitated, when we behold - 
him ſnatched: from the arms of his diftraQ- 
ed mother in the opening bloom of all his 
budding virtues, which gave preſage that 
he would one day become the ftar and 
glory of his native land.“ Oh, Matilda, 
what then could comfort thee? Never ſhalt 
I ſee an object ſo intereſting, ſo affecting, as 
Mrs. Siddons at that moment; her voice 
{till vibrates in my ear I ſee her fine figure 
leaning over the body of her dead ſon; 
while her eyes, illumined with deſpair, look- 
ed as they could re-animate. She has taken 
ſuch full poſſeſſion of my ſoul, that I have 
anticipated what I ſhould have reſerved for 
the cloſe of my remarks on this play. Let 
me n;; to e Jae een . 
Jett, 5 5 
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: "Hay Ran Dor Es ſoliloquy at ths com · 
mencement of this tragedy, appeared to me 

to be ſpoken by Mrs. Siddons witk to little 
agitation: her oa ſeemed: d ſettled,” almoſt E 
refigned to its melancholy. Perhaps when 
we' conſider the lapſe of time, from the firk | 
fatal ſtroke ſhe received, by the united deaths 
of the huſband and the brother, we ought 
to expect her grief to be in that mellowed 
ſtate which {he diſplayed; but as we do not 
view her when the events which gave riſe 
to her affliction were recent, we cannot poſ- 
 fibly judge what it then was. Yet might 
not Mrs. Siddons in ſome meaſure have led 
us to conceive it, by a greater exertion of 
her pathetic powers, and thereby marking 
the ſtrong hold of ſorrow on her own mind, 
with more effect have intereſted ours. It 
may be inferred too from this ſoliloquy, 
that the play opens on the annual return of 
that eventful day, on which her woes took 
their riſe, and which ſhe always manifeſted 
by ſome external marks of ſorrow. Her 
mind, therefore, ſhould be ſuited to the 


occaſion, and ſhould even ſeem to dwell 
Ws with 


m7 


„ of grief upon Ihe renew 
recollection of her ſufferings. But Mrs. 
Siddons apparently referves the energy o 
her pathos for paſſages, which, we muſt al- 

low, call for it more forcibly, and perhaps 
alſo from a wiſh to vary her repreſentation 

of this affecting character, from that of a 
very great actreſs, Who, in the ſoliloquy 
that I have mentioned, awakens all that an- 
xiety which we retain for Lady Randolph 
to the end of the play; ö although this deſire 
might be laudable in one of common abili- 
ties, yet as ſo independent a genius cannot 
de ſuſpected of imitation, we could have 

wiſhed Mrs. Siddons had given a lodſe io 
her ne. on this eee 1:4 een 


Bur how Wa thay ſhe attraft us 
by the melancholy preface 1. her narration 
to Anne; italy + 2 . 7 q | 


21 = 
LS * 


« In the cold bali of the earth is lodged, 

„ Mangled with wounds, the huſband of my love: J 
And in ſome cavern of- the ocean hes IHE 

My child and hi!? 1 14 
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With what original BESR does ſhe i 


her . tragic; tale; how intereſting is her 


fad ftory, and with what heart breaking an- 


i IO ſum Ken e 
tunes: N 7 5 


1 « fn a few days the dreadful tidings came, + 


That Douglas and my brother both were ſlant” 


My Lord, my life, my huſband!—Miglity Heav'n! 


. — to merit ſuch affliction | , |, 


Wu young Norval firſt appears, and 
ſhe was told by Lord Randolph (whole life 
he had ſaved) of his gallant behaviour, there 
was that ſort of exultation diſplayed in her 
words and actions, expreſſive of the pleaſure 
a good mind feels on being informed'of any 
ſhining exploit. She endeavours to make 
the young hero forget the ſuppoſed mean- 
neſs of his birth, and to inſpire. | him to 86- 


ble daring, by raiſing him in his on eſti- 


mation, and repreſenting the glorious pro- 


ſpects which were opening to his view; 


when addreſſing Lord Randolph the 2 


the following lines: 8 


1% No- w 


Tr 


a | Now graced. as thee, his virtue ſerves no were 
. Beneath deſpair; the ſoldier now of hope, 5 | 
« He ſtands confpicuous : honour and fame wa '% 
« Are brought. within the compaſs of tus OE 


The enthiifialthe fervour with e ſhe 
vouches that Norval never will ſhame his 
patron's favour, Was prodigiouſſy fine 3 her 
countenance, through che whole ſcene; was 
ſo expreſſive of her feelings, that one could | 
almoſt trace the paſſions as they roſe, and 

ſucceeded one another in her ſoul; even her 
| filence was eloquent. Her looks, at. times, 
ſweetly told her love and admiration of the 8 
Vong hero. Theſe were baniſhed by 4 ke 
piteous ſadneſs, when ſhe thought, that, had 
the ſon of Douglas lived, he might have re- 
ſembled him; then, as he retires, tegard- 
ing him with ati intereſting complacency, _ 
ſeemingly expreſſive © of that myſterious 
« nature, which, with the unſeen bt of 
9 powerful inſtinct, drew her to her own. | 
That beautiful reflection of Lady Randolph's 
on the happineſs of the ſuppoſed Nb of 


young Noryal, ſhe ſpoke with great feeling, 
>... emotions riſing in „ gradations : 
"20: 


# -*« . 
Sq " 


"a How bleſs'd the 8 of yon bid 


former duplicity—how admirably! did ſhe 


her fainting frame, and the trembling terror 


9197 N 
1 
b | 
Bl [1 Wa 
- 9 o 


"t #9. 


"to the colicuding A contall for 
med by her own ſad fituation:, FEY 


Won 
5 She for a living huſband bore her pas, 

And heard him bleſs her when a man was born: 
She nurſed the ſmiling infant on her breaſt, / 

| + Tettded the child, and ard the plating hap? N 
2 eee RAMP. 55 
*, Whilſt I— to a dead huſband bore a ſon, 

7 * And to the roaring waters gave my child.” 


Tux moſt intereſting ſrene 3 in by WY 
«the. gave a double A to, 1 mean that 
where Old Norval relates the ſtory of his 


expreſs the trembling anxiety of a mother, 


during his narrative for the fate of her EO. 
Toft child: 
JEN... But ins Gant cies on the waters); 


4 ö 
2 


* By the moon's light, I ſaw, twirl'd round and 2 
A baſket—ſoon I drew it to the bank, 
* And neſtled curious, there an infant hay.” 


: The enen total annihilation of ſenſation, 


the agitation of her mind viſible through 


with 
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1 alive S -e K imereſling— 
"Twas her laſt effort Her anxious ſolicitude 
1 then to have produced a diſtraction me 
of mind, which preſents tO her affrighted © "= * : 
imagination her child murdered, and with 
the ſhrill voice of mad grief the exclaims, E 


10 Iubemah at de adit how coal A thou kill 
© What waves and temps pdf?“ 


** 


Her ſudden tranſition from deſpair to the N 
joyous hope that he was ſtill in being was 

beautiſully ſtriking. With irreſiſtible force 
ſhe hurries the minds of the audience through 
all her affecting diverſity of feelings, to that 
moment of extaly where, from the ſhepherd” 8 _ 
tale, ſhe gains aſſurance that in Norval ſhe 
beheld the ! ſon of Douglas,” and yay 
exclaims, . 'Tis he! twas my ſon I ſawy l- 
No wonder that our babes burn'd.” "Þ 2 


From Mrs. Crawford's great merit in this 
character, I was induced to imagine it could 
Not be better repreſented. I muſt now change 
my opinion. There are ſtrokes of nature in- 


. . Sids 


| * Siddons which unhoiaaly cls * 
to yield the prize to her. The latter, for- 
getful of her dignity, and borne ' away by 
the feryour of gratitude, falls on her knees 
to the Old Shepherd, and eagerly kiſſes his 
withered hand, Mrs. "Crawford's "conde- 
ſcending dignity thanks him with grateful 
joy, indeed; but it is ſtill Lady Randolph, 
the wife of a Scottiſh peer. In Mrs. Siddens 
ve behold alone the over. joyed mother. 
Mrs. Crawford's. voice, in demanding that 
agitating queſtion, © Was he al 10 aliye?” by the 
precipitation of her feelings, ſcarcely in- 
telligible. Her eagerneſs to be © refolyed, 
though certainly leſs affected with trembling 
anxiety than Mrs. Siddons appears to be, 
yet, as it ſprings from the ſame emotion, abts 
very forcibly on our minds. The ene müſt 
be acknowledged more tenderly intereſting; 
but we feet the other to be natural: inGoth 
we are equally agitated. for the fate of the 
innocent babe; perhaps Mrs. Siddons makes 


Us feel x more for f its mother. FA FOO 


* "FA 
* 3 4 . | - ; 
F 


Tuis 


a 'L6 6 i] B 
Tus gleam of W this ray from > J 
Heaven, that ſhines and diſappears 2 6n 
the fortunes of the amiable and intereſting - 
Lady Randolph, fills us with ſuch pleaſures 
able ſenſations, that we dwell upon it with 
delight. The rapture ſhe expreſſes to Anna 
on finding that heroic ardour and greatneſs 
of ſoul, congenial to] his men neee in 
N orval, was charming. ES > 
C © What does my Anna think of the young e, 
Of a valiant neſt Hos ſoon he 80 
„On bright and burning arms; ſpurned. 


The low dunghill where his fate had thrown tins) 
* And tow'rd up to the region of his fire.” , "et 


There was a kind of extatic'inſ} piration bit 


her, when ſhe compares him with his father, : 2 


that was aſtoniſhingly fine; ſhe ſeems" to 
forget her grief for the loſs of her huſband 
in the rapturous delight of as... his ex- 
nou virtues in her Ons: = 
IN 8 caution given 755 L 0 K Randol n ; 
to Glenalvon, Mrs. Siddons was very great. | 
So, Irecolle&, was Mrs. Crawford, of which 
the beſt ** 1 A give is, that While 1 
endes. 
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da Abe one, tha odd occurs 
to my xecolleftion. Mrs. Crawford, through 
the whole ſcene, never forgets the. offence 
given to her haughty virtue by the audaci- 
ous love of Glenalvon. Mrs. Siddons, in- 
tereſted for the fate of the friendleſa iran 
ger, reſer ves the full force of her indigna- 
tion to _ intimidate the machinations of | his 
dark deſigning mind againſt the deliverer of 
Lord Randolph, whoſe gallant behaviour 


had gained him her protection. To love's 
« apology ” ſhe liſtens not indeed; but Mrs. 
Crawford appears £0 hear him with indig- 
nant impatience. Mrs. Siddons's laſt lock, 
full of ſtern authority, was well calculated 
to ſtrike terror into a mind more daring than 
even Glenalvon s; in the moment of retiring 
her eyes were fixed, with ſteady penetration, 
on the face of chat awed villainn. 


1s the ſcene where ſhe diſcovers herſelf 
to her ſon, ſhe was wonderfully affecting 
The delight with which ſhe liſtens to the ef · 
ſuſions of this heroic ardour, the tender an- 
_ with which {he regards him while he 


examines : 


burſts Fan ber heart ar theſe words: 


Ah, too dest indeed —He fl in ee. ; 
« Ere yl Vas born.” e 75 8 e 5 5 


Here I can think of her mt, the was % . 


natural and affecting. Her intreaty to Hea- 4 5 _ = 


ven, to make her fon its peculiar care, was” : 
the fineſt diſplay. of fervid devotion 1 ever 


ſaw; but all her pathetic powers were exhi- BY. 


bited i in the next ſcene with Douglas, ben 


he relates the converſation indiſtinctly ov er- 


heard by Old Norval, between Lord Ran- 
dolph and Glenalvon. There was the great. 
eſt agitation viſible in her countenance dur -- 
ing his ſpeech that can be imagined. The 
affecting manner in which ſhe directs him 1 5 
the camp, now become his only refuge; be 

earneſtneſs with which ſhe cautions him = 


In a molt fearful ſeaſon. War and battle _ 
] have great cauſe to dread. —To-day I've found thee, 
Oh, my long-loſt hope If thou to giddy valour 
Giviſt the rein, to-morrow 1 mats 45 
For er!. „ | ED Oba 


« Long wert thou-loſt, my child; and-thou'artifount | | | 


Th 1 voice wk which 
the reſigns herſelf to the care of Heapen, ; þ 


IT 


— Till yot ſpeakemy ie: N 198 * 
6 Too well I love that valour which I wth: 3 
IN And as high Heay' n has villd, all muſt be fo. NO 


Her laſt injunction w was given with? a pathetic 


anxiety never to be forgot My ſon, re- 
member me!” Tears here appeared to 


choak her words, and ſhe points out once 
more his path to the camp, with a ſolemnity 


: made doubly affecting by her filence, While 


her looks ſtrongly ſpoke her anxious mind; 
then ſuddenly tearing herſelf from his em- 
brace, and hurrying from him the interval 
was really dreadful But my heart ſunk 


within me, when I heard her ſcream with 


horror to Lord Randolph, « to ſpare her 
* ſon; and beheld her exhauſted with ter- 4 
ror, fallen on her knees.—Her rapturous 5 


gratitude to Heaven on findin g him ſtill in 


being“ For this, for this to Heaven eternal 
« praiſe!” Her j Joy was but ſhort—ſhe ſoon 
beheld her once blooming boy drooping, 


fqinting, and pale as death, ſunk lifeleſs on 


"the omghs and, BY ien ber wih. E * M4 
at the ſame inſtant, in 1 ſpeechleſs agony ang £ g 
deſpair, by fell with him, and ſeemeg. xe. * | 4 4 
called to life only to utter the moſt * o. 
lamentations; a > 


= « My beautify, my brave! 
« How proud wes I of thee and of thy valdhr. : & 


The pauſe in her ſpeech, when viewing for «i 2 
che laſt time the dear and melancholy ease * 


of her grief and diſtraction. was highly af. 5 
fecting; al other ideas "Teemed | en 79 
from her Mind, as The uttered theſe words 

nn a tone o f pitegus agooy Wh ch never ſhall © 

I hear eq Weds | FF". Pg 


F | | = 1 (7 itkle while 
« Was Ia wiſe! A N not ſo long ! | 
'B What am I now?—I know. — Bus 1 ſhall * „ 
« That only whilſt I pleaſe; 1 ſuch a {6n 


« And ſuch a huſband n me to my fate. ; 
Her mad flight, and its dreadful cee VE 
as it compleated the meaſure of her woes, 
and finiſſied her ſufferings, KW ſcarce be 
regretted ;— _ "= : 

Her heart was broke at the ſum of . | 

„ Which, one by one, the had endur' d. 
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